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June 11, 2025

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Christopher Coons
Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee Ranking Member, Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense Committee, Subcommittee on Defense
S-128, The Capitol S-128, The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman McConnell and Ranking Member Coons,

On behalf of the following 29 national, state, and local organizations who support mitigating
problem gambling harm, we urge you to address the lack of research around the issue of gambling
addiction in the military and veteran community. As you begin to work on the Fiscal Year (FY)
2026 Defense Appropriations bill, we ask that you consider including gambling addiction as an
eligible research topic in the Peer-Reviewed Medical Research Program (PRMRP) to support
service members and their families.

Approximately 7.5-10.5 million Americans experience the clinical behavioral health condition of
gambling addiction, with servicemembers experiencing the disorder at a 2x higher rate than
civilians.!,> Risk factors for turning from recreational gambling to gambling addiction include
being male, between the ages of 18 to 29 years old, tendency for high risk taking, as well as
struggling with high stress, depression and PTSD.3,% > Unfortunately, this behavioral health
condition can have life altering consequences if a servicemember does not receive treatment
including bankruptcy, divorce, homelessness, substance use disorder, or, in the more serious cases,
death by suicide with a rate significantly higher than those without a gambling problem.%,’, ® In
particular, rates of lifetime homelessness is six times higher among veterans who had problematic
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gambling, and an estimated 40% of those seeking treatment for a gambling addiction have made a
suicide attempt.® '© Gambling addiction carries an enormous cost burden with an estimated $14
billion in social costs, related to healthcare costs, legal fees, bankruptcy, and job losses. '

Despite the high prevalence and risk of gambling addiction amongst our service members and
veterans, there is a lack of comprehensive research on how to best treat, intervene, and prevent this
mental health issue within the military population. Congress has acknowledged the need for better
support for our service members with gambling disorders. In the FY2019 National Defense
Authorization Act, Congress mandated that gambling disorder screening occur for service
members. In addition, the below signees, who range from the National Council on Problem
Gambling to its state affiliate chapters and a number of its industry partners, have been working
tirelessly to address the issue of problem gambling harm in the military. To build off these efforts,
adding gambling addiction as an eligible topic under the PRMRP will address the gap in research
on best ways to support servicemembers with gambling addiction. For these reasons, we urge
the committee to include gambling addiction as an eligible research topic in the program in
Fiscal Year 2026.

We would like to thank the committee for its support of critical issues impacting our service
members mental and physical health. Strong bipartisan support for gambling addiction research
for improved screening, treatment, and recovery will allow for lifesaving efforts for many of your
constituents who have chosen to serve our country and their families. We look forward to working
with you in FY26 to bolster this support, which will make a profound difference for the millions
of Americans and their families impacted by gambling addiction.

Thank you for your consideration of these requests.
Sincerely,

National Council on Problem Gambling and the below signees
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State Affiliates

Alabama Council on Problem Gambling &
Gaming

Arizona Council on Compulsive Gambling
Arkansas Problem Gambling Council
California Council on Problem Gambling
Council on Compulsive Gambling of
Pennsylvania

Connecticut Council on Problem Gambling
Delaware Council on Gambling Problems
Evergreen Council on Problem Gambling
Illinois Council on Problem Gambling
Indiana Council on Problem Gambling
Louisiana  Association on Compulsive
Gambling

Maine Council on Problem Gambling
Minnesota Alliance on Problem Gambling
Mississippi  Council on Problem and
Compulsive Gambling

Nebraska Council on Problem Gambling
North Carolina Council of Problem
Gambling

New York Council on Problem Gambling
Oklahoma  Association on  Problem
Gambling and Gaming

Oregon Council on Problem Gambling
Problem Gambling Coalition of Colorado
Problem Gambling Network of Ohio

Texas Coalition on Problem Gambling
Virginia Council on Problem Gambling
Wyoming Council on Problem Gambling

Industry Partners
BetMGM

FanDuel Group

MGM Resorts International



