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NCPG Recognizes Gaming Industry's Year-Round 
Commitment During Responsible Gaming Education 

Week 
 

National advocate for problem gamblers works together with AGA, AGEM & NIGA 
to educate gaming employees and encourage responsible gaming 

 
Washington, DC   The National Council on Problem Gambling joins with the American Gaming 
Association (AGA), Association of Gaming Equipment Manufacturers (AGEM) and the National Indian 
Gaming Association (NIGA) to highlight the 19th Responsible Gaming Education Week, August 1-5, 2016.  
The purpose of the week is to increase awareness about problem gambling and promote responsible 
gaming. 
 
NCPG Executive Director Keith Whyte said “We encourage all our members—particularly our 33 State 
Affiliate chapters and our more than 60 Organizational Members—to work the AGA, AGEM and NIGA on  
educational and training initiatives this week and throughout the year.  We appreciate AGA’s leadership 
on responsible gaming issues and support of NCPG.  The responsible gaming and problem gambling 
services provided by our members are essential components of a comprehensive public health approach 
to reducing harm from gambling addiction.”   
 
“The American Gaming Association is proud to lead the gaming industry’s steadfast commitment to 
responsible gaming programs,” said Geoff Freeman, President and CEO of the AGA. “Our member 
companies strive year-round to keep their employees trained on the most effective responsible gaming 
practices and to ensure that gaming patrons have easy access to responsible gaming resources and the 
help they need.”   
 
"Our members believe effective, and responsible gaming programs are essential to the wellbeing of the 
communities where we operate, the millions of guests we welcome to tribal casinos each year, and our 
employees who are on the front lines of providing responsible gaming resources to our customers. 
We're proud of our continuous efforts to ensure a safe, fun environment for gaming customers. We look 
forward to working with our gaming partners in this endeavor." NIGA Chairman Ernie Stevens, Jr. said.   
 
Marcus Prater, AGEM Executive Director, also highlighted gaming equipment manufacturers' dedication 
to upholding responsible gaming standards in creating the games patrons enjoy.  “Since AGEM’s 
founding, we have recognized the vital importance of responsible gaming programs and have supported 
national and local organizations focused on advancing responsible gaming research, treatment and 
education. AGEM Director of Responsible Gaming Connie Jones leads our efforts that are focused on 
ensuring that consumers enjoy our products responsibly.”    
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The National Council on Problem Gambling was founded in 1972 and is the national advocate for 
programs and services to assist problem gamblers and their families.  Our vision is to improve health and 
wellness by reducing the personal, social and economic costs of problem gambling.  NCPG is neutral on 
legalized gambling and leads state and national stakeholders in the development of comprehensive 
policy and programs for all those affected by problem gambling.     
 
If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call or text the National Problem Gambling 
Helpline at 1-800-522-4700,or www.ncpgambling.org/chat  for confidential help. 
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