
 
 

This Veterans Day Make Sure Those Who Served Get The Help They 
Need To Prevent and Treat Gambling Addiction 

Military personnel and veterans have higher rates of gambling problems; 
Thousands of slot machines are available on overseas bases yet services are 
lacking; All involved with veterans urged to screen for gambling addiction to make 
sure those who risk all serving our country don’t end up gambling away their 
careers, families and lives.     
 
Wednesday, November 11, 2015 
Contact: Keith Whyte, 202.547.9204 x 23 or keithw@ncpgambling.org 
 
Washington, D.C.  On Veterans Day the National Council on Problem Gambling honors those who served 
and urges the Department of Defense (DoD) and Veterans Health Administration (VHA) to bolster 
programs to prevent and treat gambling addiction.   
 
Studies consistently find gambling addiction rates among active-duty and veterans are significantly 
higher than the general population.  An estimated 36,000 active duty members meet criteria for a 
gambling problem.  Of the approximately 21 million veterans 840,000 are projected to suffer from mild 
to severe gambling problems.  Individuals with gambling addiction have higher rates of bankruptcy, 
domestic violence and suicide as well as extensive co-occurring substance abuse and mental health 
disorders which often mask gambling problems.     
 
Gambling addiction prevention and treatment services are the most ethical and economical way to 
reduce problems, protect mental health and improve readiness.   The DoD has an even higher obligation 
since at least 3,000 slot machines at military installations overseas generate over $100,000,000 in 
revenue per year.  Yet to our knowledge none of these profits or any funds are dedicated to programs to 
prevent or treat gambling addiction.  While the VHA established the world’s first and oldest residential 
gambling treatment program and some outpatient services are available there are few certified 
gambling counselors and many gambling problems among VA clients go unreported and undiagnosed.   
 
NCPG has championed legislation in the House to require the VHA to study the impact of gambling 
addiction on veterans.  We advocated for similar language relating to the DoD and current service 
members that is included in this year’s National Defense Authorization Act.  NCPG also encourages all 
those who provide health, financial counseling and other helping services to active-duty personnel or 
veterans to administer brief gambling screens to their clients.  Make sure those who risk all serving our 
country don’t end up gambling away their careers, families and lives.    
 
NCPG serves as the national advocate for programs and services to assist problem gamblers and their 
families with the vision to improve health and wellness by reducing the personal, social and economic 
costs of problem gambling. NCPG is neither for nor against legalized gambling. 

### 

mailto:keithw@ncpgambling.org

