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New Problem Gambling Awareness Tools 

 
The 7th Annual Problem Gambling Awareness Week campaign, held March 1-7, 2009, 
features a number of new tools, including video sharing.  The goal of this grassroots 
public awareness and outreach campaign is to educate the general public and health 
care professionals about the warning signs of problem gambling and raise awareness 
about the help that is available both locally and nationally. 
 
The National Council on Problem Gambling (NCPG) developed a special non-profit 
NPGAW channel (www.youtube.com/npgaw2009) on YouTube, the popular video 
sharing site.  “We decided to use YouTube because it is popular with kids and young 
adults who are at greater risk for gambling problems,” said NPGAW Chair Jeff Beck, 
who added, “we already have a dozen videos and hope that recovering gamblers will 
create their own spots to highlight the theme of Real Addiction, Real Recovery.”   
 
Linda Abonyo, NCPG Program Manager, said “online social networking sites provide a 
cost effective and confidential forum for individuals to interact with peers and experts 
without having to leave their home or office. More and more people are finding it easier 
to communicate through email, online forums and text messaging so it makes sense 
that we should consider reaching out to our constituents through these outlets.”    
 
The NPGAW site (www.npgaw.org) includes new and updated materials, organized by 
user category.  The resources include factsheets, screening tools, press releases and 
other information to help individuals and organizations spread a positive message that 
help and hope is available for anyone affected by a gambling problem.  Additional 
components of the campaign are a national print, television and radio PSA campaign 
and events at the state and local level across the country.   
 
The NCPG is the national advocate for programs and services to assist problem 
gamblers and their families.  Approximately 2%-3% of the US population has a 
gambling problem—that’s 6 million to 9 million Americans who may not know that their 
disorder has a name and that help is available.  Call 800.522.4700 for confidential help. 
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