
Media Advisory 
June 18, 2007 

Contact:  Keith Whyte 
(202) 547-9204 
  

  

The Year’s Best in the Problem Gambling Field 

  
On June 9, 2007 the National Council on Problem Gambling presented its annual awards to the top                 
programs and leaders in the problem gambling field.  
 
The 2007 Outstanding Contributor in the Field was presented to Dr. Norm Kruedelbach, who was               
judged to have demonstrated superior achievement in addressing issues of problem and            
pathological gambling. Since 1987 Dr. Kruedelbach has prepared and presented over 50 research             
papers and journal articles in the field of gambling addiction and treatment. He has also been a                 
therapist at the Brecksville VA Hospital in Ohio for 10 years and continues to provide ongoing                
trainings and clinical supervision in West Virginia.  
 
Dr. Marc Potenza of Yale University received the 2007 Research Award for the best original body of                 
research on problem and pathological gambling. The committee noted Dr. Potenza’s clinically            
relevant research has led to significant improvements in the understanding, prevention and            
treatment of problem and pathological gambling.  
 
Each year, the National Council also recognizes outstanding work by graduate students. This             
year’s 2007 Master’s Thesis Award went to Mariko Ono, Smith College, for her thesis When Does                
Playing For Fate Lead To Addiction? An Exploratory Study of The Role of Cultural Factors In Chinese                 
Male Gambling Behavior. The Dissertation Award was presented to Dr. Kate Diskin of the              
University of Calgary for Effects of a Single Session Motivational Intervention on Problem Gambling              
Behavior, judged by the committee to have the potential to significantly contribute to the scientific               
knowledge and clinical understanding of problem and pathological gambling behavior. NCPG           
would also like to recognize the Institute for the Study of Youth Gambling and High Risk Behaviors                 
at McGill University for their support of the student awards.  
 
The 2007 Electronic Media Award went to West Virginia’s Manahan Group and the Media Center for                
their series of public service announcements. The Print Media award was given to the World               
Journal for their Asian Outreach Initiative, developed in cooperation with the Massachusetts            
Council on Compulsive Gambling.  
 
The NCPG is the national advocate for programs and services to assist problem gamblers and their                
families. As an advocate for problem gamblers, NCPG does not take a position for or against                
gambling, but concentrates on the goal of helping those with gambling problems.  
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