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Proclamation

problem gambling is a public health issue affecting millions of Americans of
all ages, races and ethnic backgrounds in all communities that has s sipnificant
societal and econnmic cost; and

promating awarengss provides individuals in the problem gambling
community an opporfunity to educate the public and policymakers about the
social and financial effectiveness of services available for problem gnmbling:

and
problem gambling is freamable and treatment is effective in minimizing the
harm to both individuals and society as a whaole; and

the 20K Lonisiana Study of Problem Gambling estimated there were alimost

100,000 people in Lowisiana who could have gambling problems that need to
b assessed or treated; and

the state offers myriad of services aimed o treafing problem gambling,
including outpatient treatment canters statewide for compulsive gambling, o
toll-free helpline that handles spprosimately 165 calls per month from people
seeking help with gambling problems. and a Web site aimed at the prevention
of problem gambling in youth at weww.thegamble.org; and

Louisiana was one of the first states to have a publicly funded residential
treatmeant facility, CORE; Center for Recovery in Shrevepor, for compulsive
pamblers; and

numercus organizations work together with the Department of Health and
Hospitals 1o curb problem gambling: and

numerces individuals, professionals and organizations have dedicated their
efforts 1o public education on problem gumbling and the availability and
effectiveness of treatment.

I, Bobby Jindal, Governor of the State of Louisiana, do hereby proclaim March
I =7, 2009 as

PROBLEM GAMBLING AWARENESS WEEK
in the State of Lobisiana.
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