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Sandra Adell, PhD   Sandra Adell is a professor in the Department of Afro-American Studies at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Her latest book, CONFESSIONS OF A SLOT MACHINE QUEEN is a revealing memoir that describes 
her experiences as a young, uneducated and unwed teen mother from Detroit who beat the odds stacked 
against her by earning a GED and then going on to a Ph.D and a coveted position as a tenured professor 
only to risk losing everything she strived for after becoming addicted to slot machine gambling. 

Chris Anderson, 
NCGC II,  

Chris is the Director of the Gambling Recovery Center in Evanston, Illinois and maintains a clinical practice 
where he specializes in the treatment (as well as interventions and evaluations) of gamblers and their 
families.  He is frequently consulted and utilized as a forensic expert on gambling and financial issues, 
having been retained and/or testified in over 50 State and Federal cases related to gambling.  He is highly 
sought after as a speaker, trainer, and supervisor and has conducted numerous professional training 
seminars and keynote presentations on pathological gambling in North America at numerous state, 
national and international conferences. 

Thuy Anh Le   Thuy Anh Le works at Asian Americans for Community Involvement (AACI), a non-profit health 
organization serving low-income families in Santa Clara County, CA.  She is part of a team that established 
the Center for Addiction Recovery & Empowerment (CARE), the first community-based program 
integrating addiction recovery and behavioral health services to address problem gambling issues. Le has 
also been involved with the Betting On Our Future (BOOF) Youth Program to raise awareness and educate 
the community about problem gambling among youth in San Jose, CA.  

Don Beaucage    Don Beaucage is a Tribal member of the First Nations Nippissing Band located in Northern Ontario, 
Canada. He has over 30 years of extensive experience and spiritual training within the Ojibway traditions. 
He has been a Firekeeper and Thunderbird Dreamer for the past 30 years. He also has 30 years of 
experience as a counselor, presenter and consultant in the addictions field. Don was born and raised in 
Canada. He has been living and working in New Mexico for the past 26 years. 

Jeffrey Beck    Jeffrey Beck, LPC, CCGC, JD, ABD ,CART, MCTC is Clinical Coordinator for the Council of Compulsive 
Gambling of New Jersey, Inc.  He is a Licensed Professional Counselor and a Certified Compulsive Gambling 
Counselor.   gamblers.  Jeff is Vice President of the Association of Professionals Treating Problem Gambling. 
Jeff is Vice President of the National Council on Problem Gambling, . He is Chairman of the National 
Problem Gambling Awareness Week Committee and the Affiliate Committee (representing 35 state 
Affiliates).  Jeff is President of the American Compulsive Gambling Counselor Certification Board. 

Tom Broffman, 
PhD   

Thomas E. Broffman, PhD, LICSW, LCDP, LCDS, CEAP is an assistant professor in the BSW program at 
Eastern CT State University.  He has a BSW and a MSW from the University of Pittsburgh and a Ph.D. from 
Boston College, Graduate School of Social Work. He is a Chemical Dependency Consultant at the RI Dept. 
of Behavioral Health, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals, Eleanor Slater Hospital in Cranston, RI. He 
is a regionally known trainer and consultant.  He has been a Motivational Interviewing trainer and 
practitioner for over 16 years. He worked as a trainer and consultant with a variety of human service 
agencies (medication assisted therapy, domestic violence, addiction treatment, child guidance, family 
service and TBI) to integrate MI into their programs and service delivery systems.  He was involved in a 
multi-year project integrating MI into 16 of the 44 adult residential substance abuse programs in 
Massachusetts. He is a consultant for Problem Gambling Services on the Disordered Gambling Integration 
Project. 

Amber Bunch, 
NCGC   

 

Steve Burton, 
NCGC I  

Steve has been Director of the Problem Gamblers Help Network of West Virginia since 2007. Steve has 
done clinical interventions with almost 1100 problem gamblers and their family members. As director, he 
has worked to expand services to problem gamblers by recruiting more counselors from rural areas and 
by developing treatment options like Intensive Outpatient Treatment services. He is frequently a guest 
lecturer at colleges and universities on the subject of gambling addiction. He is often cited by local and 
national media as an expert in gambling addiction.  



Margot Cahoon    Margot Cahoon is the Communications Director for the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling.  
For 16 years, she has led the marketing communications and public relations initiatives for non-profit 
healthcare organizations including: The March of Dimes, New Jersey and Rhode Island Chapters; 
CancerCare of New Jersey; the American Diabetes Association, Rhode Island Affiliate; and the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, New Jersey Chapter.  She holds a BA in Communications from the University of 
Rhode Island. 

Michael Campos, 
PhD   

Dr. Campos is a program researcher at the UCLA Gambling Studies Program and a licensed clinical 
psychologist. He is also a member of NIDA's National Hispanic Science Network. He has worked in 
addictions research since 1999. He has published articles on acculturation, substance abuse problem risk, 
and mental health need among Hispanics in California's CalWORKs program in addition to co-authoring a 
number of gambling-related articles. His current work, which involves a secondary analysis of California's 
Problem Gambling Prevalence Survey data, focuses on the relationship between acculturation and 
gambling-related attitudes, behavior, problems, and treatment in the Hispanic community. 

Heather 
Chapman, PhD, 
NCGC II 

Dr. Heather  Chapman is Director of The gambling treatment program at the Cleveland VA Medical 
Center, the first and only residential treatment program for veterans and active duty military.  She is a 
member of the Motivational Interviewing Network of Training (MINT). Her current interests include 
motivational interviewing, suiciality and gambling, and subtyping implications for treatment. 

Jen Clegg, NCGC I  Jennifer Clegg is the Gambling Program Supervisor at Recovery Resources in Cleveland, OH.  She has 
worked at Recovery Resources for the past 10 years.  Jen graduated from Capital University with her 
Bachelor’s of Social Work and Cleveland State University with a  Master’s in Social Work   Jen is a Licensed 
Social Worker (LSW) as well as a National Certified Gambling Counselor and an Ohio Certified Prevention 
Specialist (OCPS-II).  Jen’s experience includes youth prevention services, alcohol and drug addiction 
services, mental health and gambling addiction services for individuals and families.  Jen also provides 
training on gambling addiction and prevention services across Ohio.    

Raul De La O  Mr. de la O has worked with the Latino community in a professional capacity for a total of approximately 
11 years as a teacher, shelter program manager, Helpline operator and addictions counselor. Originally 
from Mexico he has lived in the U.S. for the past 30 years. Mr. de la O has performed outreach to the 
Latino problem gambling community in primarily urban areas. He has worked as a problem gambling 
counselor in both English and Spanish for the last five years. Mr. De la O is the chair of the Latino Advisory 
Committee on Oregon's Problem Gambling Services. 

Gabriel Dela Cruz   Gabriel Dela Cruz is a program assistant for the Youth Leadership Institute, an organization that has been 
an innovative leader in youth development for over 20 years.  His work with immigrant youth of color on 
creating a video and PSA investigating the root causes of problem gambling in the Filipino-American 
community of Daly City, CA for the Betting On Our Future (BOOF) campaign was the recipient of the 
Spotlight Festival’s annual “Visionary Award”.  He is currently working with youth in San Bruno to create a 
video that investigates the effects of gambling in their community and also in Daly City researching the 
connection between payday lending and gambling debt. 

Mark Dixon, PhD   Mark received his Ph.D. from University of Nevada, Reno and is currently a full professor in the 
Rehabilitation Institute at Southern Illinois University Carbondale. Over the past decade, Mark has 
received over 1.5 million in grant funding and has created the only fully operational casino in the country. 
He has published 3 books and over 100 articles in top peer reviewed journals; served as Editor for peer-
reviewed journals such as Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis and Journal of Organizational Behavior 
Management; and served as Associate Editor for the Analysis of Gambling Behavior. Mark was selected as 
the 2011 Researcher of the Year by the National Council on Problem Gambling.  

Nani Dodson    Nani Dodson is a Program Analyst with the California Friday Night Live Partnership that provides support 
to the statewide Friday Night Live System of prevention coordinators in California.  Nani has been 
managing the "Betting on Our Future" youth problem gambling awareness campaign for the past five 
years.   The program provides an opportunity for young people to develop and execute creative, high-
energy presentations to communicate the risks and signs of problem gambling among youth.  The 
projects follow a youth development framework where young people are engaged in building the skills, 
attitudes, knowledge, and experiences that prepare them for the present and the future. 

Mary Drexler     



  

Deron Drumm    Deron Drumm is the Assistant Director of Advocacy Unlimited and the Director of Recovery University.  
Deron teaches and inspires people to use their lived experience to help other people in recovery.  He is 
proud to have found recovery from co-occurring disorders after many difficulties caused by untreated 
mental illness and gambling addiction.  

Michael Edmonds    Michael Edmonds has been the Director of the Wisconsin Lottery since 2003. Prior to his appointment, 
Mike practiced law in Milwaukee, representing individuals and businesses in criminal and civil litigation 
cases in state and federal courts.  Mike started his legal career with the Wisconsin State Public Defender. 
Prior to law school, Mike worked as a legislative assistant in the Wisconsin Legislature.  

Don Feeney    Don Feeney has been research and planning director at the Minnesota State Lottery since 1991.  He is 
responsible for the lottery’s corporate social responsibility, strategic planning, market analysis, and 
legislative relations.  Don currently serves as President of the National Council on Problem Gambling, and 
has been a member of the Board of Directors since 2002.  Don holds a master’s degree in public policy 
from Harvard, a master’s degree in statistics from the University of Minnesota, and a bachelor of science 
degree in applied mathematics from Brown University. 

Julie Hynes    Julie Hynes, M.A., CPS, is a certified prevention specialist and has coordinated Lane County’s award-
winning problem gambling prevention program since its inception in 2002. Julie develops evidence-based 
program tools, ready-made materials for integration in related prevention topic areas, multimedia 
presentations and other materials for a variety of participants and partners all over the country. She is 
passionate about technology in advancing the “community” of prevention; in that capacity, Julie serves as 
the web developer for Lane County’s Prevention Program websites (www.preventionlane.org) and 
Oregon Problem Gambling Services prevention website (www.problemgamblingprevention.org), and is 
administrator of their affiliated social media pages. 

Sachin Karnik, 
PhD   

Sachin Karnik, PhD, LCSW is currently the Director of Prevention and Criminal Justice for the Delaware 
Council on Gambling Problems (DCGP), Inc.  Dr. Karnik has worked with adolescents and their families for 
over 8 years in outpatient counseling before joining DCGP.  As part of his duties at DCGP, he runs relapse 
prevention groups with the DE prison system, works closely with DOE to in the implementation of the 
addictions unit for health classes in public high schools, and gives presentations on gambling addiction 
throughout the state of Delaware.  A multi-systemic approach is used in tackling gambling addiction and 
related problems. 

Paul Korte, PhD    

Gary Lange, PhD, 
NCGC II 

Gary Lange, Ph.D. is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist in Rancho Mirage, CA.  He is a Nationally 
Certified Gambling Counselor and a BACC for the NCPG certification process as well as serving on the 
International Gambling Counselor Certification Board.  Dr. Lange is also a supervisor and provider for the 
California Problem Gambling Treatment Service Program with the Office of Problem Gambling.  He is a 
Certified Addictions Specialist and supervised the Betty Ford Center’s Family Program.  He is also a 
professor of Psychology with California State University, San Bernardino, has spoken internationally and 
has published articles on treating gamblers and their families.  

Marc Lefkowitz, 
NCGC,   

MARC LEFKOWITZ, CCGC, NCGC is a California/National Certified Gambling Counselor with an AS degree 
in Human Services. He has facilitated counselor and other trainings for the California Council on Problem 
Gambling, UCLA Gambling Studies Program and NAPAFASA. He is an adjunct instructor at San Bernardino 
Valley College teaching courses on problem gambling and addiction. He has developed one of the most 
comprehensive responsible gaming programs, and has trained over 75,000 casino employees. Marc, a 
recovering gambler with 29 years of recovery in a 12-step program, has lectured at numerous national 
conferences on addiction and financial matters; responsible and problem gambling.  

Amy Martin     

Ryan Martin, PhD   Dr. Martin is an assistant professor in the department of Health Education and Promotion at East Carolina 
University.  His primary research interests are addictive behavior and mental health with a specific 
emphasis on disordered gambling behavior. The target populations of his research are groups of 
individuals vulnerable to disordered gambling, including college students, adolescents and those with co-
occurring psychiatric disorders (e.g., anxiety, alcohol dependence). 



Charles Maurer, 
PhD, NCGC II 

Charles D. Maurer, PhD, ABPP is a clinical psychologist in private practice in Seattle, Washington.  He is 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, University of 
Washington Medical School and in the Department of Psychology, University of Washington.  He is Past 
President of the Washington State Council on Problem Gambling and the National Council on Problem 
Gambling and received the Custer Award in 2010.  He provides individual and marital psychotherapy for 
a variety of issues in addition to working with gambling related issues. Dr. Maurer also provides 
supervision of and consultation on problem gambling. 

Anne Mo Ching 
Cheng  

Anne M.C. Cheng, R.S.W., B.A., B.S.W. 
Anne Cheng is an experienced registered social worker in Hong Kong. She has 10 years frontline 
experience working in a variety of social work fields. Her counseling and casework experiences include 
delinquent teens, elderly, neglect and abused children and their families. She has worked as a debt 
counselor in a family debt counseling center in Hong Kong for more than 2 years in recent past. Anne has 
received undergraduate degrees in Religion from Concordia University, in Psychology from York 
University and in Social Work from McGill University. She is currently student of the Master of Social 
Science (Social Work-Family) program at the University of Hong Kong and student of an accredited 
financial counselor program in Canada. 

Sheila Moran    Sheila has worked for the Problem Gamblers Help Network of West Virginia since 2003. She has a 
Masters Degree in Social Work from West Virginia University.  She is a Licensed Social Worker and a 
Nationally Certified Gambling Counselor.She has done clinical interventions with over 1500 problem 
gamblers and their family members.She is the Director of Development for the network.  She writes the 
network’s newsletters and annual report, and manages the network’s website content.She also 
coordinates the network’s advertising efforts and helps train network counselors. She has presented 
statewide and at national conferences on problem gambling.  

Jesus Navarro 
Mesa   

Mr. Navarro Meza is CADC I and has worked in addictions for over six years. He has experience working 
in the STOP Drug Court of Multnomah County and is currently an addictions counselor at 
InACT/Volunteers of America where he has been instrumental developing the Latino specific program. 
He is a member of the Latino Advisory Committee for Oregon's Problem Gambling Services. Mr. Navarro 
Meza has been a board member for the Instituto Latino Northwest for the last three years. He has 
experience conducting outreach to the Latino community in rural Multnomah County. 

Brent Neiser   

Andrew Ng    Andrew Ng graduated from the National University of Singapore with a BSocSc degree in psychology in 
2010.  He is presently working as a research assistant at the National Addictions Management Service 
(NAMS), Institute of Mental Health, Singapore.  He currently co-ordinates the treatment outcome 
monitoring program for problem gambling and substance abuse outpatients at NAMS, as well as 
conducting baseline and follow-up assessment interviews with patients.  His current research involves 
identifying clinical and psychological predictors of treatment outcomes, exploring how these can inform 
and optimize treatment.  His research interests include: identifying bio-psychosocial correlates of 
pathological gambling, exploring epigenetic mechanisms behind addiction. 

Janese Olalde    Ms. Olalde has a Master’s in Couples and Family Therapy. She worked for 2.5 years as the Problem 
Gambling Treatment Specialist for the State of Oregon Problem Gambling Services office conducting site 
reviews, leading audits and providing technical assistance to problem gambling treatment programs. She 
has 19 years experience working in the addictions field. Ms. Olalde lived in Mexico for 4 years, has been 
involved personally with the Latino community for over 30 years and worked professionally with Latinos 
for 15 years. Ms. Olalde is the coordinator for the Latino Advisory Committee for Oregon's Problem 
Gambling Services. 

Amanda 
Poggenburg    

Before her recent appointment as Program Specialist, Prevention & Recovery at the Council, Amanda 
served as a volunteer with AmeriCorps Vista, where she worked as the Prevention and Wellness 
Coordinator for the Upshur County Family Resource Network in Buckhannon, West Virginia. In the 
position, she had the opportunity to work with various non-profit organizations to deliver healthy 
lifestyle presentations and to plan fun alternative events for students. Amanda holds a BS from West 
Virginia Wesleyan College. 



Rory Reid, PhD   Dr. Reid is a Neuropsychologist and Licensed Clinical Social Worker specializing in research and treatment 
of pathological gambling and hypersexual behavior. He has published numerous articles and conducted 
studies using neuroimaging to examining the neurobiological mechanisms underlying these disorders. Dr. 
Reid was the Principal Investigator for a DSM-5 Field Trial on the proposed criteria for Hypersexual 
Disorder. Over the past few years, he has worked with the UCLA Mindfulness Awareness Research 
Center to explore the use of Mindfulness as a clinical intervention in the treatment of pathological 
gambling and hypersexual behavior.  He currently works with the UCLA Gambling Studies Program. 

Carlos Reinoso    Mr. Reinoso has been in the field of Human Services and Education since 1998. He has worked in clinical 
and educational settings as well as collaborating with many community centers and agencies. Carlos 
currently works for the Connecticut Council on Problem Gambling as a coordinator of Statewide 
outreach and community relations. He is involved in the planning, implementation, and evaluation of 
community outreach efforts in Connecticut. 

Carl Robertson    Carl is the prevention specialist for the PA Council.  He has been the program manager of the Smart 
Choices program for the last three years.  He provides Casino based trainings in Pa casinos on recognizing 
and responding to warning signs and behaviors of customer and employees on the issue of Problem 
Gambling.  Carl has previously presented at the National conference in 2009.  He is a co-presenter for the 
Phase 1 (30 hour certification program and faith based prevention).  He has two Masters and is bilingual. 

Lori Rugle, PhD, 
NCGC II 

Lori Rugle, Ph.D., NCGC-II has worked in the field of problem gambling treatment and research since 
1984.  Currently, she is Director of Problem Gambling Services (PGS) with the Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services for the State of Connecticut.  
Dr. Rugle has been involved in a variety of research projects including studies of treatment outcome, 
attention deficits among pathological gamblers, neuroimaging and pharmacotherapy with problem 
gamblers, coping skill and trauma among pathological gamblers, and correlates of youth gambling. 

George Sewell    George Sewell retired after 34 years as a counselor, prevention coordinator, and facility manager in the 
field of addictive disorders.  Stepping out of retirement for the moment, he is interim manager of the 
Problem Gamblers Helpline operations of the Louisiana Association on Compulsive Gambling.  He 
emphasizes the importance of thinking in everyday applications summarized in his workshop and book 
"Habits, Patterns, and Thoughts That Go Bump in the Night.”   He has Masters degrees in Counseling and 
Drama & Communications, is a Licensed Prevention Professional, and Internationally Certified Prevention 
Specialist.  The best prevention is awareness of thinking. 

Oscar Sida, NCGC I  Oscar Flores Sida, MS, NCC, 
is bilingual (Spanish) mental health counselor and also serve as an adjunct professor at Nevada State 
College where I teach courses in Counseling and Human Services, and Assessment and Treatment of 
Addiction Disorders. I work as problem gambling counselor with The International Problem Gambling 
Center and in private practice as a Mental Health Counselor.  For the basis of my clinical practice, I work 
from a humanistic client-centered approach. In my work with addictions I utilize a strength based 
perspective and find motivational interviewing techniques an invaluable part of the change process. 

Daniel Smith, 
NCGC II  

Smith (counselor, licensed clinical social worker, nationally recognized trainer) has been an active 
teaching clinician and administrator for well over two decades.  Dan has developed & implemented 
innovative treatment in addictive disorders, woven unique insights into provocative discussions of these 
illnesses, their recovery, and relapse prevention. 
 
Smith provides basic certification training and advanced clinical training in gambling, co-occurring 
disorders, clinical supervision, spirituality and substance abuse for many years.  His most recent major, 
innovative workshops include self care, grief, and complementary medical approaches (including 
labyrinth work and cross cultural drumming)  to both addiction and the spirituality of wellness. 

Adam Soberay    Adam Soberay is currently working towards a Ph.D. in counseling psychology from the University of 
Denver (DU). He currently serves as Assistant Program Manager for the Problem Gambling Treatment 
and Research Center (PGTRC), where his duties include managing research projects and assisting in the 
training of counselors on problem gambling issues. He also has clinical experience working directly with 
problem gamblers and their families. Adam has qualified for the Colorado Approved Gambling Counselor 



  

endorsement. He has also presented at national and local conferences on problem gambling topics. He is 
also beginning data collection for a problem gambling related dissertation topic.  

Marvin Steinberg     

Takuhiro Takada    I am graduate student of Comprehensive Human Sciences at University of Tsukuba in Japan. And my 
specialty is Social Psychology. Especially, my research focuses on gambling behavior of human. 

Marty Toomey    Marty Toomey has been the Executive Director of the North Brookfield Youth Center for nine years.  She 
is also a consultant for the Massachusetts Council on Compulsive Gambling.  As the Director for the 
Youth Center, she develops and facilitates after-school and out-of-school time programming for 
children/youth from kindergarten through twelfth grade. Marty develops programming that incorporates 
leadership and mentoring opportunities for the youth involved.  Her work with the Massachusetts 
Council on Compulsive Gambling includes the development of the Creative Activities for Probability and 
Statistics Curriculum, C.A.P.S., and the development of the Teens About Gambling Team, T.A.G.     

Phil Valentine    Phil Valentine is the Executive Director for the Connecticut Community for Addiction Recovery (CCAR).  
He has been an integral component in this recovery community organization since January 1999.  An 
accomplished speaker and presenter, he has gained recognition as a strong leader in the recovery 
community; in 2006 the Johnson Institute recognized his efforts with an America Honors Recovery 
award.   In 2008, Faces and Voices of Recovery honored CCAR with the first Joel Hernandez Voice of the 
Recovery Community Award as the outstanding recovery community organization in the country.  In 
2009, the Hartford Business Journal named him the Non-profit Executive of the Year.  Currently, he is 
spearheading CCAR’s effort to build a statewide network of recovery community centers that feature 
innovative peer recovery support services like telephone recovery support, All-Recovery groups and 
Recovery Works! employment services.  Phil has been instrumental in the development of CCAR’s highly-
acclaimed videos "Putting a Face on Recovery!", “The Healing Power of Recovery” and “Legacy of Hope: 
Recovery Elders Video Project”.  He served as CCAR’s point man for the first seven “Recovery Walks!", 
annual walks held for those in support of recovery from alcohol and other drug addiction.  He has 
designed and facilitated several trainings including the "Recovery Perspective – Beyond the Treatment 
Episode" and "The Language of Recovery".  Phil has willingly shared his experience and expertise with 
other Recovery Community Organizations.  In recovery since December 28, 1987, he is the author of 
“Hooked on Recovery”, a blog that has informed the general public about his personal recovery process.  
Phil believes that being public about his own recovery from alcohol and cocaine addiction helps ease the 
discrimination surrounding addiction and recovery. He strives to “soften the community” to recovery.  A 
University of Connecticut graduate, he has prior experience as a community counselor in a 
detox/residential treatment setting and in the field of prevention. He is married and has five children.  
He coaches youth soccer and his favorite hobbies are surf fishing, golf and movies. 

Mark Vander 
Linden   

  

Rachel Volberg, 
PhD   

 

Marlene Warner    Marlene D. Warner has been with the Massachusetts Council since 2001, serving first as Program 
Director and later became Executive Director in 2011. 
 
As Executive Director, Ms. Warner builds connections to recovery-directed policies and actions, and 
advocates for funding for problem gambling services, as well as the integration of gambling disorders 
into public and mental health fields. She maintains knowledge of cutting-edge research in the field 
through review of current literature and her connections in the field.   
 
Ms. Warner received her M.A. from George Washington University and B.A. from Gettysburg College. 



 

Louis Weigele, 
NCGC II  

Louis Weigele has over 30 years of Social Work experience encompassing clinical practice, supervision 
and program administration. He is a doctoral student and adjunct instructor at the Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences at Case Western Reserve University and maintains an independent clinical 
practice in Lakewood, Ohio. He has specific expertise in the treatment of severe and persistent mental 
illness, forensics, dual diagnosis (substance abuse and mental illness), and drug dependency and other 
addictions. His professional qualifications include assessment and treatment of problem gambling and 
substance use disorders, treating severe and persistent mental illness, and individual, couples and group 
treatment. 

Angela Wiczek     

Alyssa Wilson    Alyssa received a bachelor’s of arts in Psychology from University of Nevada, Reno and later received a 
Master’s of Science in Behavior Analysis and Therapy from Southern Illinois University Carbondale, 
where she is currently a doctoral candidate working with Mark R Dixon. Alyssa works as a therapist, 
assisting clients struggling with a variety of behavioral addictions including gambling. Additionally, she 
has served as the editorial assistant for the Journal of Behavioral Health and Medicine, and currently 
serves as a copy editor and guest action editor for the Analysis of Gambling Behavior.  

Jim Wuelfing    Jim Wuelfing, CPP-R, is Director of Prevention and Recovery for the Massachusetts Council on 
Compulsive Gambling as well as owner and CEO of the New England Center. Aside from his work in 
problem gambling prevention, Jim is the author of the Recovery Coach Academy which has been used to 
train thousands of recovery coaches across the nation.  Jim has co-written and trained the highly praised 
workshop, “Racism of the Well Intended.” Jim has been on the faculty of the New England School of 
Alcohol Studies for twenty years and has served on both the planning committee and the faculty of the 
New England School of Prevention Studies since its inception in 2000. 

Kevin Young, PhD   Dr. Young is a clinical psychologist at the Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC, substance abuse division. He has 
been working with the Gambling Treatment Program (GTP) at the VA since he was a post-doctoral fellow 
there in 2008. His previous research with the GTP has involved investigating the utility of MI with 
gambling patients, analyzing common personality types among pathological gamblers, and assessing 
patient outcome measures. 


